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in all cases. He, however, inculcates caution, and a more minute and careful 
inquiry into the circumstances and cases in which its employment will be proper 
or otherwise, and into the extent to which the inhalation may he carried so as to 
produce its complete anodyne effects, without endangering the life, health, or 
comfort of the patient 

We recommend a perusal of Dr. Nathan’s Essay to the ardent partizans of ether 
inhalation in this country. To hear the enthusiastic praises bestowed upon the 
practice by some of its advocates, we might be led to believe that under all cir¬ 
cumstances, it may be resorted to and carried to any extent, without fear of the 
slightest bad effects resulting. D. F. C. 


Art. XXVII.— A Practical Treatise on the Causes, Symptoms, and Treatment of Sper¬ 
matorrhoea. By M. Lallemand, formerly Prof Clinic. Surg. at the University of 
Montpelier, &c. &c. Translated and Edited by Henry J. McDougall, Member 
of the Royal Academy of Surgeons of England, &c. &c. pp. 320. 8vo. Phila. 
Lea & Blanchard: 1848. 

While investigating certain cases which had been referred to him as diseases of 
the brain, M. Lallemand, whose valuable work on these affections is well known to 
the profession, was struck with the fact that they presented features which were 
not to be accounted for by any known affection of this organ ; upon closer scrutiny 
he discovered that the patients were affected with involuntary seminal discharges, 
which laid the foundation of the most serious physical, and moral suffering, de¬ 
stroying the health and energy of the individual, and causing in the end death. 
A careful study of these cases, about 150 in number, showed him the importance 
of his discovery, and aware of the entire ignorance, on the part of the profession, 
of these diseased conditions, he determined to lay the valuable facts he had col¬ 
lected before the profession, even before he had been able to complete the inves¬ 
tigation of all their features. Accordingly, in 1836 he published a volume, con¬ 
taining a detailed history of a large number of his cases, which, while they were 
intended to show chiefly the causes of spermatorrhoea, presented very clearly the 
symptoms which attended it, and the method of treatment, which, in his hands, 
had proved completely successful in effecting a cure. 

Soon after the appearance of this volume in France, it was translated into Eng¬ 
lish, by Dr. Wood of Portland, Maine, published in Dunglison’s Medical Library, 
and thus extensively circulated throughout the country, carrying to the profession, 
information respecting this important, but hitherto unexpected class of diseases, of 
which it was not slow in availing itself. The work, however, was still imper¬ 
fect, but in 1839 and 1841, the concluding portions were published in France, 
thus presenting a complete and admirable monograph of this interesting and im¬ 
portant disease. No translation of these had been made here, and their matter 
was hardly known here, for we had become familiar with the main facts and rea¬ 
sonings on the subject, and with the modes of treatment, and the farther study of 
it had lost much of its practical interest—a matter to be regretted, lor these last 
volumes are full of valuable material, and bear evidence of the great zeal and 
learning of the author, worthy even of his great reputation. 

It is not, however, our intention at this late day, to write a review of this work, 
but merely to direct attention to the republicalion in this country of what, on the 
title page, purports to be a translation, but, in the prelace, is called a “condensed 
edition” of M. Lalleinand’s work. The translator’s aim, as he tells us, has been 
rather “ to render the sense of the author in as lew words as possible, than to give 
a full and literal translation” of a voluminous work, in which, he very justly re¬ 
marks, there are many repetitions, due to the fact of its different parts having been 
written at long intervals of time. With a view of diminishing the size of the 
volume, he presents only a little more than one-half of the original cases; but 
those retained are quite sufficient to illustrate the subject; and he has omitted all 
M. Lallemand’s “ interesting researches on spermatozoa, except so far as they re¬ 
fer to the diagnosis of spermatorrhoea,” and other matters of no great practical 
interest. 
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Now while we cannot hut admit, that it is more important that we should have 
an abstract of any valuable discoveries in science, than that they should remain 
a sealed letter to the world, we are satisfied that brevity often occasions con¬ 
fusion, and that this method of treating an author, often makes him appear to assert 
dogmatically what he really advances with corroboraiive proof. Besides, the charms 
of style, the richness of illustrative criticism, the evidences of profound learning, 
all matters which make us appreciate more highly and stamp his observations 
with additional weight, almost always sutler an eclipse. 

Such, w r e must confess, are.the consequences of the translation to which our 
author has been subjected, for though in the main his opinions are correctly given, 
there are instances in which he is made to assert that which he does not intend 
to convey, and there are numerous errors of rendering, which are certainly evi¬ 
dences either of carelessness, or of ignorance of the spirit ol the French language, 
on the part of the editor, as he calls himself. Now it is not in a spirit of hyper¬ 
criticism that we make these remarks,—but because we have, in different places, 
seen laudatory notices of the translation itself—notices which it does not deserve 
—and we would bear our testimony against this careless manner of rendering 
authors responsible for opinions they never enteitained, and which are very Often 
the offspring of inattention and hurry in perlorming what is a matter of far more 
difficulty than is generally supposed. 

We have long had it in our mind to make these remarks, and this occasion is 
the more readily embraced, because, although the translation is justly liable to 
them, there is a remark in the preface, not so intended bv the translator, which 
might lead to the idea that M. Lallemand himself had authorized this version. 

We must, in conclusion say, that our worthy friends the publishers, have not 
done justice to this work, either in the paper, or in its general appearance—for it 
deserved a good dress, the subject to which it relates being of such interest as to 
make the volume sought after. We would, indeed, advise every member of our 
profession to make himself master of its contents, and to place it on his shelves for 
reference, for, as we have said before, in the main the author’s views and opinions 
are correctly given. C. R. K. 


Art. XXVIII.— Medico-Botanical Catalogue of the Plants and Ferns of St. Johns , Berkly , 
South Carolina. An Inaugural Thesis submitted to the Dean and Faculty of the 
Medical College of the State of South Carolina, for the Degree of M. D. By 
Francis Payne Porchf.r. Charleston, 1847: pp. 55, 8vo. 

A Catalogue of the Medicinal Plants, Indigenous and Exotic, growing in the State of 
New York; with a brief account of their Composition and Medical Properties. By 
Charles A. Lee, M. D., Professor of Materia Medica in Geneva Medical Col¬ 
lege, and the University of Buffalo, &c. New York, 1848 : pp. 64, 8vo. 

These two publications show, that the long neglected study of our native plants 
is, as regards their medicinal properties and uses, now beginning to attract the 
attention of the profession in all parts of the United Stales, and we trust these little 
works will prove but the harbinger of others from all parts of our wide spread 
Union, giving the experience of the authors with the various vegetable produc¬ 
tions of their immediate neighbourhoods. Whether this awakening of our 
medical brethren to the importance of the thorough knowledge of the remedial 
qualities of our indigenous productions, has arisen from the well-timed recom¬ 
mendation of the late Medical Convention held at Philadelphia, or has been the 
result of other causes, is of little importance; it is sufficient to know that it has 
taken place, and we look forward with much hope to the future, when this new 
spirit of inquiry will be more fully developed, and more widely spread, for vast 
and valueless results. From the few and imperfect notices of the virtues and 
compositions of the articles of our native materia medica, it must be evident that 
we possess equivalents for almost every article of foreign origin, and we trust the 
time will arrive, when we shall cease to be dependent on extraneous sources for 
our apparatus medicaminum. 



